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● Uses Natural Language Processing (NLP)
● Semantic search: goes beyond 

“keyword-matching” to give you related 
sources based on meaning, not just exact 
words

● Search multiple databases at once
● Can handle complex queries
● Great for follow-up questions
● Can get citations quickly

Why AI-powered search?

(IBM, n.d.)





What is                                     ?
● AI research tool powered by Google's Gemini 

model. 
● NotebookLM supports a wide range of functions, 

from summarizing sources to generating 
resources or answering queries based on a given 
set of materials. 



What is                                     ?
With NotebookLM, you can:

● Create topic-specific notebooks 
with up to 50 sources per notebook.

● Perform AI-powered web searches 
for specific topics.

● Create mind maps of relevant topics 
and sources.

● Generate a bibliography list in a 
given citation style of your choice for 
saved documents.



● Be specific and set constraints!

How should I formulate queries?

Find sources regarding [Topic]. Prioritize peer-reviewed 
journal articles, university press books, and government 
technical reports (.gov). Exclude commercial blogs, opinion 
editorials, and general news sites. Focus on results from 
databases like JSTOR.



Try using the RISE framework
● Role: Who should the AI be?
● Input: What is relevant context needed? 
● Steps: What are the actions required?
● Expectation: What should the output be?

How should I formulate queries?

(Griffin, 2024)



Try using the RISE framework

How should I formulate queries?

(Griffin, 2024)

R:You are an expert academic librarian specializing in 
[topic/region].
I: I am working on a literature review on [topic].
S: Search for scholarly articles exclusively from 
peer-reviewed journals. Prioritize [subtopic]. Filter out blog 
posts, forums, and non-academic sources. 
E:Provide a list of 10 sources in Chicago format.



Getting started with NotebookLM

notebooklm.google.com

Log in with your Yale net-id



Getting started with NotebookLM

To start researching your 
topic, create a new 
notebook



Define your prompt Start with the “Fast Research” option



Select relevant sources

Check generated 
sources

Import sources 
that fit your 
requirements!



Select relevant sources
Not all sources may import correctly if they are behind a paywall or 
some other restriction, but you may have access with your net-id

Copy 
link

Import 
PDF



Importing sources



Importing sources

Be mindful of 
the 50 source 
limit per 
notebook!



Getting an overview of your sources

Hovering over 
the number will 
show you 
where the 
information 
came from



Getting an overview of your sources
Alternatively, you can expand the source tab, select a source, and look at the overview



Getting an overview of your sources
Look at mind maps to explore related topics!



Getting an overview of your sources
Great way to refine future queries



Adding more sources



Adding more sources

Explore relevant 
subtopics you found!



Generate your bibliography



Generate your bibliography

Save your bibliography to Google 
Docs by clicking on the 3 dots, then 
“Export to Docs”



Using AI Resources as a starting point

AI search tools can be a great starting point… but beware of 
summarized information! 

Models may hallucinate and present incorrect information with 
confidence.

Double-check all information and ask the model to provide 
where the information is coming from.



Another Resource: Perplexity AI
@Academic in your prompt will filter to 
academic sources only

/ allows you to create shortcuts 
For example: /academic-research can 
automatically add:

“Prioritize peer-reviewed journal articles, 
university press books, and government 
technical reports (.gov). Exclude 
commercial blogs, opinion editorials, and 
general news sites. Focus on results from 
databases like JSTOR.” to your queries.

You can download sources and input them into NotebookLM


