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The Conclusion (1 paragraph) 

Phew, you did it. You went into the rabbit hole of writing about yourself and have emerged 

relatively unscathed. Alas, you remember that every good essay needs a conclusion. 

Unfortunately, you don't have anything else you want to add. And you're tired. Oh, so tired. So, 

you regurgitate (sorry, I mean paraphrase) your thesis from the introduction, add a sentence 

about how perfect "insert program name" is for you, and call it a day. 

And you're in luck, because I would agree that this is a perfectly reasonable conclusion. The 

only thing I might add, for all those over-achievers out there, is perhaps reference your hook at 

the beginning, highlighting how you've grown. Also, don't forget to insert program name here. 

Parting Thoughts 

These are merely suggestions for where to start and how to think of a general structure. I have 

only been on one application-reading committee for a student-run free-clinic (see introduction­

also see what I did there?). However, after writing (too) many personal statements and working 

with other students as a writing fellow, this is what I've gleaned and hopefully it will make that 

empty page seem less intimidating when you next have to write about yourself. Just also 

remember that each personal statement will be unique, so feel free to be creative with structure 
and content so that it can reflect you. 

-- Adriana Cherskov 
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