
Six Design Decisions You Can Make When Building Modules

Module Design Decisions

Disabled other Course Nav tools

Use Modules to organize course materials by:
• Week
• Daily
• Learning Path
• Topic / Unit

Ways to Organize

• Group and organize related course content together
• Set and moderate student progress through requirements 

and prerequisites
• Provide paths to meet requirements for learning objectives
• Facilitate self-paced or asynchronous learning
• Lower student cognitive load and stress in finding relevant 

course materials when they need them

Why use modules?

Ryan Sobeck | Canvas@Yale.Edu

Designing Canvas Modules 
with Clarity & Purpose

Ryan Sobeck
Associate Director, Educational Technology

Indented content to create visual hierarchies

Used “Text Headings” to sub-divide module

Repeated the Module name / topic on all content

Identified content by type

Organized in a prescribed linear completion order


