
“My interest in languages began at age
five, when I started learning Russian.
In high school, I studied Latin, and
during the pandemic I decided to try
my hand at Welsh. Since coming to
Yale, I've continued to study Russian
and I'm currently pursuing Swedish,
French, Hawaiian, and Lingít in my free
time” -Jem Burch, ’25

“My journey with language began
with Irish, my grandfather's mother
tongue, which I hope to continue
learning in some capacity for the rest
of my life. Since taking French in high
school, I've also gone on to explore
Russian and German at Yale, as well
as Turkish and Ukrainian in my
downtime.” - Amelia Lake, ‘23

"I speak Albanian at home and with
family, since it is our first language. I
also learned some French
throughout middle school, some
Spanish in high school, and I am
currently pursuing German at Yale.”
-Marvin Odobashi, ’26

The Many Languages of Yale College
Multilingual America and a 

Multilingual World

80% list English as first language
24% list just English
51% list two languages
25% speak two languages at home

19% list three or more languages
4% list four or more languages
2% list 5 languages

6,149 students 
mentioned experience 
in least one language 

At least 80 languages 
beyond English are 
represented in the 
Yale College data

Students with multiple first
languages most commonly list
Spanish, Chinese, French, Korean,
or Vietnamese in addition to
English

~Two-thirds of 
multilingual students 
are from the United 

States

~600 of 700 
international 

undergraduates hail 
from countries with a 
non-English dominant 

language

Language data provided by Yale College admissions for current undergraduate students – Spring 2023

I grew up speaking my native language of
English with my mom & grandparents,
whose worldly travels (as a military officer’s
family) and exposure to different languages
+ cultures inspired my lifelong fascination
with and passion to learn more about
language. I later learned Spanish in school
and from my close bilingual babysitter; I
recently became semi-fluent in the
constructed language (conlang) Toki Pona;
and I hope to learn Italian next! -Mark Dean
Williams, ’24



The Many Languages of Yale College
L a n g u a g e s  s p o k e n  b y  c l a s s e s  o f  ’ 2 3 - ’ 2 6

Gujarati
Yoruba
Romanian
Nepali
Albanian
Ukrainian
Telugu
Greek
Swahili
Polish
Tagalog
Italian
Turkish
Hebrew
Bengali
Japanese
Urdu
Portuguese
German
Amharic
Hindi
Arabic
Russian
Vietnamese

Korean

French

Chinese 903 (371)
Spanish 1631 (420)
English 4953

The first number represents number of
people who speak the language as their
first or second language. The second
corresponds to those who listed the
language as their first language.

10 (10)
14 (14)
17 (12)
19 (10)
19 (10)
20 (16)
20 (13)

21 (17)
23 (12)

27 (18)
27 (12)
30 (17)

40 (28)
45(15)
47(23)
49(24)

53 (28)
59 (40)
59 (28)
61 (32)
63 (31)

89 (39)
90 (53)

123 (52)

268 (117)

342 (65)

= 1 0  s t u d e n t s

Three most frequent languages were English, Spanish, and Chinese*

Languages here are not comprehensive of the full linguistic diversity of our community. Languages mentioned fewer than 10 times
include: American Sign Language, Armenian, Bulgarian, Croatian, Czech, Danish, Dutch, Estonian, Finnish, Hausa, Hungarian,
Indonesian, Kannada, Kirundi, Kurdish, Latvian, Lithuanian, Malay, Malayalam, Marathi, Mongolian, Norwegian, Oromo, Pashto,
Persian, Punjabi, Serbian, Shona, Sindhi, Singhalese, Somali, Swedish, Tajik, Tamil, Thai, Tibetan, Tibetan, Tigrinya, Turkmen, Twi. 61
students speak at least one other language that is listed in the admissions data as “not otherwise tracked.” *Chinese is not a single
language and is comprised of many languages.


