Theory of Scientific Teaching Project # 2 
Teachable Tidbit – The Hippocampus and Memory 
Incorporating Diversity into the Teachable Tidbit

1. We chose to access our topic via a case study which brought in a few opportunities for points of diversity and inclusivity. Inclusive Practices from our tidbit: 
	
	A. The patient HM (Henry Molaison) grew up and lived in the area around Hartford, CT, which is 			an access point, especially for students in CT (Yale) 

	B. We highlighted the work of Brenda Milner, a prominent woman in Psychology research, and 			her work with HM
	
	C. We asked students to take on the role of the scientist and imagine they are examining HM 

	D. By using a think pair share we allowed students time to think on their own to collect their 			thoughts and test them out in a smaller setting, so they would be comfortable sharing 			them with the larger class Addressing ethical concerns with this type of experimental 			surgery. Our “pairs” were a bit large since it ended up being grouped by table, but it still 			worked out ok. 
	E. We touched on media and pop culture representations of the scientific concepts HM helped 			us understand (anterograde amnesia and hippocampal dependent memory). 

	F. We also touched on some of the ethical concerns associated with this type of surgery 

2. We thought of a few ways to increase the inclusivity of our project/ expand it. 
	 
A. Our main change to our power point was on our timeline slide to include a more 	contemporary picture of Brenda Milner, which would allow us to discuss how her work 	continued long after her graduate work. This would be a spring board to discuss the 	giant team over the years who worked with HM and helped to solidify our 	understanding of these concepts, and the diversity of backgrounds of the scientists that 	worked together. It would also be an opportunity to discuss the number of people that 	came together to examine HM’s brain at MIT after he passed away in 2008. 
		 
B. Related to the above change, we talked about sharing the NeuroTree resource with the 
students, which tracks the links between academic advisors and students as a genealogy tree. http://neurotree.org/neurotree/

C. As a verbal shift, not necessarily with a change to our actual power point slides, we discusses 
using more examples of different types of memories, specifically motor memories more inclusive of other backgrounds (if someone has never ridded a bike, we could use other examples of learning a sport or playing an instrument). 

D. If we had more time for this unit, we discussed making it a more lab like environment, 
[bookmark: _GoBack]incorporating the students actually performing some of the neuropsychological tests that HM was asked to perform. 
